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Rejoice In the Lord!

All around we see the burden of
suffering that our chaotic economy
is imposing on our family, friends,
acquaintances, and the nations. Large
companies are going bankrupt, friends
and family are losing their jobs, homes
are being repossessed, and personal
relationships are being strained.
Philippians 4:4 says, “Rejoice in the
Lord always, again I say, Rejoice!”
That can be a tough command while
experiencing personal upheavals!

It is easy to serve God when things
are going well, but what about when
things all around are spiraling out of
control? Is it easy to rejoice in the Lord
when the IRS is going to take your
property, resulting from job
loss and lack of funds; when
your spouse has had a heart
attack and has to undergo
bypass surgery; when your
grandchild has cancer—or
you find that you have cancer
yourself? That is when the strength of
your faith is truly tested.

During tumultuous situations, you
may ask yourself—why am I serving
God? Am I here because if I pray and
pay I'll always have good times?

I have attempted to serve God
from my youth, and have personally
experienced all of the trials previously
mentioned. (I'm not really 100
years old!) There have been times I
wondered if this way of life is really
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worth it. I have
thought about the
riches of Solomon
and his wisdom, the
faith of Abraham,
and the courage of
Esther, and was puzzled about what
happened to me. Of course I wasn’t
thinking about the numerous trials
they endured. I only thought of the
miracles in their lives—those were

the things that stood out in my mind.
Bottom line—serving God isn’t always
a bed of roses. We have to remember
that what He is working in our lives

is an eternal plan, not just some
temporary fix.

Ellen Burton
Kentucky
ellenrb7x749@yahoo.com

“I have found that it is important
to turn your thoughts outward and
consider the needs of others during
difficult periods in life.”

We experience a myriad of emotions
along the way, and sometimes through
all of the problems we face—we can
only groan to the Father! Romans 8:
25 says, “...the Spirit Himself makes
intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered.” No words
can express the pain we are feeling, but
He understands. God does not forget
us in the mist of struggles. He gives us
the ability to cope with the problem.
We do not have to look to other



sources of relief like drugs or alcohol.
Peace of mind is a gift from Him, and it
makes us rejoice that “Every good and
perfect gift comes down from the Father
of lights.” (James 1:17) God’s word lifts
our spirit even during pain.

In Philippians 1:6 it says, “He who has
begun a good work in you will complete
it” This scripture has been a great solace
when I felt discouraged and have missed
the mark. I'm grateful He will continue
to work with you and me. This life is full
of suffering, but Romans 8:18 says that
it is not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us.
God never gives up on us! We have our
moments of giving up on him because
things are not working out quite like we
wanted.

This life is full of suffering, but Romans
8:18 says that it is not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us. God never gives up on us!

Never give up, press on! If we endure
to the end, our decaying bodies will be
turned into a glorious one like Jesus
Christ possesses!

During times of affliction it is
important to examine ourselves and ask
God to search our hearts to see if there
is any wicked thing in us, as David did.
Sometimes our trials come from wrong
decisions we have made in the past, and
other times through time and chance. We
need to decipher which it is, change what
we can, and let God take care of the rest.

I have found that it is important
to turn your thoughts outward and
consider the needs of others during
difficult periods in life. We are

approaching troublous times that more
closely resemble what the early church
experienced. It will be vital to see that
the needs of others are being taken care
of when it is within our power. Such
outward concern helps you focus on
something besides yourself!

If we know of a brother or sister who is
experiencing job loss or health problems,
are we asking them if they need help, or
even better—giving them an anonymous
gift to ease the difficulty in their life? We
read in James 2:16 about the unprofitable
works of one who sent someone away
who was naked and needed bread, and
said to them, “...be warmed and filled.”
We, in essence, do the same thing when
we are not involved enough in the lives
of others to know they are having that
type of problem. We are
God’s workmanship,
and we are the
instruments He uses to
ease the pain of those
around us. Even as the
early church assisted
their brothers and
sisters in need, we need to open up our
“bowels of mercy” (Colossians 3:12) and
do the same.

As this era of uncertainty goes on, the
needs of many will be great. We that are
blessed with jobs need to share what God
has given us. Sometimes in this equation
you are the giver, and sometimes you are
the receiver. We need to learn to be able
to be both, as circumstances require.

Adversity comes and goes, and if you
combine thinking about the needs of
others—while being challenged with
your own problems—you will find that
you can “Rejoice in the Lord always,
again I say, Rejoice!”

“He who has begun a good work in you will complete it.”

Philippians 1:6

2 Faith Networks January/February, 2009



Faith Networks is a voluntary effort
by a group of individuals interested
in promoting cooperation among

the Churches of God and encourag-
ing healthy relationships both within
congregations and between them.
Resources have been made available
for the initial stages of Faith Networks
by members of the Church of God
Cincinnati.

Editor:
Jim O’Brien

Associate Editor:
Pam Dewey

Page Layout:
Dan Farnsworth
Jenee Zaydon

Peer Review Team:
Guy Swenson
Bill Jacobs
Ron Dart
Wendy Pack
Pam Dewey

Contributors:
Richard Allen
Lenny Cacchio
Ramona Leiter
Horst Obermeit
Bill Stough
Scarlett Stough

Contact Information:
PO. Box 1811
West Chester, OH 45071
Jjimobri@gmail.com
(513) 755-0040

Cover Photo:
Clipart.com

Donations are greatly appreciated;
checks can be made out to Church of
God, Cincinnati and mailed to the ad-
dress above.

To request Faith Networks, call
513-755-0040 or send your name and
address to jimobri@gmail.com. Faith
Networks may also be downloaded at
www.youall.com/faithnetworks.

Movie Review:
Fireproof

> Al

Would you like ®
to go to a movie e
where you come out ‘“,
feeling refreshed, Bill Stough
hopeful, and uplifted bsmt']’;'}f;);}:;i‘net
rather than being
angry or feeling disgusted? Convinced
that Hollywood can’t seem to produce
movies without insulting godly values,
the Sherwood Baptist Church of Albany,
Georgia, has been making their own
movies. Their 2006 production, Facing
the Giants, was a big hit. Their latest,
Fireproof, was released to theaters in
September, 2008.

In the opening flashback, a little girl
named Catherine is asking her mother
if she will grow up to marry Prince
Charming and live happily ever after. Her
mother tells her that she will. She grows
up to become a public relations and
media expert for a hospital and marries a
fireman named Caleb.

In the next scene we see fire captain
Caleb correcting a young fireman for the
way he acted at the fire call from which
he and the crew have just returned. He
tells him that his partner depends on
him—and most especially when he is
in danger. “Never leave your partner
behind,” he emphasizes.

Caleb and Catherine, unfortunately,
are a young married couple with a
disintegrating marriage. The movie puts
you right into the nuts and bolts of what
is killing the marriage. All who see this
movie can profit from the vividness of
the scenes.

Caleb’s father, however, encourages
his son to take on a 40-day plan to save
the marriage, and he agrees to follow the
hand-written journal that his father used
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to save his own marriage. What follows
is the difficult road required to restore
the marriage. Caleb also finds when he
is halfway through the reconciliation
plan, that he does not have the power

to continue on. It is a dilemma that

can strike home to many couples. We
humans, after all, absolutely lack the
ability in our own strength to really love,
to persevere, and to be the kind of spouse
we should be.

Does Caleb get the help from God that
he must have? Will the plan work? Every
troubled couple needs what this movie
offers.

This is a movie that seems to have
everything. It has drama, suspense,
romance, and humor, and portrays real
values. The humor portrayed is good
humor rather
than the type of
sick humor that is
so often the case
in Hollywood-
generated movies.
And it is great
to see marriage
honored and
elevated.

Hollywood
makes movies for
money and doesn’t

Fireproof
By writers/directors Stephen and Alex

have a clue on what is really important. It
is good to see a church stepping forward
and doing something rather than simply
criticizing movies. There is a long list

of credits at the end of the film which
includes even the babysitters for those
who helped make the movie! Could you
imagine such credits in a Hollywood-
type movie?

The church made the movie for
$550,000. Typical Hollywood movies cost
tens and even hundreds of millions of
dollars. Most people involved in Fireproof
did the job for free, including veteran
Hollywood and TV star Kirk Cameron
who played Caleb. And even though the
movie was mostly a volunteer effort, it is
professional quality.

The DVD version of the film is
scheduled for release January 27, 2009.
One use for the DVD would be to
share it with couples having marriage

troubles. This would be of
special value to
church pastors
who do marriage
counseling and
to Christian
counselors. The
need for God to be
in our marriages is
emphasized in this
movie.

Fireproof is well

worth seeing.

Kendrick, Produced by Sherwood Pictures,

copyright 2008
Running Time: 122 min.
Available on DVD, January 27, 2009.

Companion materials produced by
Sherwood Baptist Church are
available via a new website:
www.fireproofmymarriage.com

The book: The Love Dare
Also by Stephen and Alex Kendrick
Is featured on the website:
www.40daylovedare.com
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Redeeming Time

This past year has been rather eventful
for me—not only did I live to see my
67" birthday, but as a result of an
unexpected, and rather serious health
crisis earlier in the year ... I almost did
not!

During the weeks I spent recovering, I
had a good deal of time to reflect on any
number of things, one of those things
being the fragile state of human existence
[even though I had read many scriptures
to this effect] and just how quickly our
allotted time passes by. Apparently this
was not yet my time to depart, as I have
fully recovered, even to the amazement
of the attending medical professionals
involved. But in retrospect, there is one
scripture that stood out
among the many that
had passed through my
mind, and I would like
to share this essay with
you, which is inspired
by that particular
scripture.

In Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians, he
includes among various admonitions,
“See then that you walk circumspectly,
not as fools, but as wise, redeeming
the time, because the days are evil”
(Ephesians 5:15)

Paul also told the Colossians “walk in
wisdom toward those who are outside,
redeeming the time.” (Colossians 4:5)

How DO You “Redeem Time”?

When we think of the word “redeem”
we almost automatically think of buying
something back, or cashing something
in such as a coupon, gift certificate,
or something of monetary value. We
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also understand

that as Christians,

we are in a state of
“redemption” by
virtue of Jesus having
shed His blood for
our sins. He thus
paid the price, the automatically imposed
death sentence, that was the debt we
owed because of those sins. In this sense,
we are truly “bought back”.

But when it comes to the issue of time
itself, how does one “buy back” time?
Surely all of us can think of moments
gone by that we truly wish that we could
somehow re-do, or go back into time and
change, or act differently than we had at

Peter Kamen
New York
pakamen@optonline.net

that particular moment. But time travel
is (to the best of my knowledge) still a
science fiction fantasy, and time gone by
is just that, “water under the bridge” as
the saying goes. We simply can’t go back
and change what we previously have
done, like it or not.

But in researching the Greek word
used in these passages, I did learn that
the word translated “redeemed” is
exagorazo, and while it can and does
apply to the issues mentioned above,
another way to interpret the intent of
“redeeming the time” is this: “To buy
up for one’s self, for one’s use; to make
wise and sacred use of every opportunity
for doing good, so that zeal and well-
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doing are, as it were, the purchase money
by which we make the time our own.”
(Thayer’s Lexicon)

Now this would tend to make more
sense in view of how Paul was applying
the word. To us, “redeeming time” would
be for us to “buy”, grab, take rightful
advantage of, rightfully utilize, whatever
time is still available to us, presently, or
how much ever time our personal futures
may afford.

No Written Guarantees

The Psalmist was inspired to write;
“Remember how short my time is; For
what futility have You created all the
children of men? What man can live
and not see death? Can he deliver his life
from the power of the grave?” [Psalm 89:
47-48, NK]J throughout]

James was inspired to write; “Come
now, you who say, today or tomorrow

we will go to such and such a city, spend
a year there, buy and sell, and make a
profit; whereas you do not know what
will happen tomorrow. For what is your
life? It is, even a vapor that appears for

a little time and then vanishes away.”
(James 4:13-14)

And Job lamented, “For man also does
not know his time; like fish taken in a
cruel net, like birds caught in a snare,
so the sons of men are snared in an evil
time, when it falls suddenly upon them.”

Anyone who has lived to middle age
and beyond full well knows the reality
of these scriptures. Time flies by, and
many of us have already lost loved
ones, friends, and acquaintances. Only
God Himself knows how long any one
of us has to live, and why some die
comparatively early, while others seem to
live on and on. The point is, if we are still
among the living, we still have time to
either use wisely, or allow to slip away—
accomplishing little or nothing. But one
thing is for certain, this present moment
will not come our way again, ever.

Again the Psalmist writes, “The days
of our lives are seventy years; and if by
strength they are eighty [I realize that
modern medical science has changed
that somewhat] yet their boast is only
labor and sorrow, for it is soon cut off
and we fly away. —So teach us to number
our days, that we may gain a heart of
wisdom”. (Psalm 90:10-12)

I don’t believe that the Psalmist was
implying that we should mark our
“Death Date” on a calendar! But as we
have already seen, we do need to be
investing our remaining time wisely, and
we should always pray to God for the
wisdom to do so.
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Some Scriptural Examples

The Apostle Peter offers this
admonition: “And if you call on the
Father, who without partiality judges
according to each one’s work, conduct
yourselves throughout the time of
your stay here in fear. (1 Peter 1:17)

The word “fear” as used in this passage
is translated from the Greek phobos
(which is obviously where our English
word “phobia” is derived from), and
while it does literally mean “fear” as
we understand it, it also can be used
to imply “reverential awe.” As shown
in the surrounding verses, Peter made
this statement in the context of living
our lives in constant remembrance of
our own state of redemption, and being
diligent so as to avoid going back to our
old ways, or forgetting what our purpose
and ultimate goal is.

Paul also admonishes us, “Do not
be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will also
reap”. (We should never lose sight of the
fact that we are ultimately responsible for
our actions, choices, and even words.)
Paul goes on to say, “For he who sows to
his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption,
but he who sows to the Spirit will of the
Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not
grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap if we do not loose
heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity,
let us do good to all, especially to those
who are of the household of faith.”
(Galatians 6:7-10)

It would seem that one of the greatest
challenges in life is to persevere in doing
good, even when it seems more often
than not that we are getting nowhere,
or are completely unappreciated. This
can even hold true among our Christian

brethren at times. But remember, the
present moment never comes again, so
we can’t allow ourselves to let it slip away;,
or lose hope or interest in our purpose.

Something to Finally Consider

As I write this essay, | am reminded
of a funeral that I presided over some
years ago. This was not an easy “Run Of
The Mill” funeral, as funerals go. The
deceased had attended our church, and
his widow had followed his wishes to
have him buried according to our faith.
But I also knew that there would be
attendees who were not familiar with our
belief system, and some would possibly
be in a hostile state of mind toward him,
since he had apparently departed leaving
some seriously unfinished business. ..
mainly in the monetary realm.

As I prayed about, and prepared my
message, I realized that a funeral should
actually be for the survivors, not the
deceased, in the sense that his life and
therefore opportunities are now gone,
but the living still have time to either
waste or redeem.

I found myself saying in the final
comments, “Our friend is at rest at the
end of his tumultuous life, but it is we,
the living, who still have the opportunity
to express those words of praise, offer
or accept that apology, extend that hand
shake, or do those good deeds that we are
always promising ourselves that we will
do”

And while I was recovering from my
recent surgery, those words came back to
haunt me and inspire this message.

Now if you'll excuse me, I have some
time to “redeem.”
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Eddie’s Shirt e

TalentsMorroBay@aol.com

At night before I go to sleep, I take out a beautiful little animal’s defense
Eddie’s shirt, bury my face in it, and against predators.
breathe deeply. How very dear are the My Beloved Father has given me the
memories of him that flood over me, scent of His creation, to stir within
triggered by the scent locked away in me thoughts of Himself. Tangible and
the fabric of his shirt. The smell of my touchable, God’s “shirt” is everywhere.

beloved husband... it is him, both tangible All T have to do is breathe deeply.
and touchable.

I started thinking about how important
a person’s scent is, and I wondered about
the scent of God. What does our Father
smell like? Can I smell Him? Is His scent
there to stir my emotions, as Eddle s shirt
does? | ; .

I decided that I could, indeed, smell : ; ; E—-
God. When I smell the ocean air, and e =
I think about the Creator of such a R
vast expanse of blue, [ am-smelling i v 2.
God. I catch a whiff of Him in Freesmsr s

perfectly wonderful, fragrant fdovViges - (Lhe author wrote this shortly after the

“7and I appreciate the chemistry 1nvolved s
in concocting their p__;fumfg At a sniff of .. ek oL iy fsband Ed,d te.Qualls)

skunk,” my Lofds present, because it © 1999 René Phillips Qualls
remmtlé"ﬁie.of how care.fully He thought : -

~ "s.*" (Used by permission.)

Sharon Richardson

Setting the Captive Free Tennessee

shay100@bellsouth.net

The following incident happened on Several years ago I was forced to have
January 16, 2009. This is an email some plumbing problems fixed that
Sharon sent out to friends the next day. required placing the water pipes in a
different location, and one of those areas
was in the small storage room on the side
of my home. The room is a part of the
house (not detached or separated from
the structure) and shares a wall with my
laundry room. It is inside my garage and
not visible from the street.

I live alone, and as everyone in my
church congregation knows, I am very
well protected in my house: double
deadbolt locks, “burglar bars,” security
doors, alarm system, guns, etc. It has
been described to me as a “fort.”
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Because of the extremely low
temperatures here last night (predicted
to go to 8°) I put a compact electric
heater in the room to make certain the
pipes did not freeze. (They are insulated
but are not IN the walls any longer and
[ worry when it gets down below 25°.

I don’t want to have a flood and more
plumbing bills!)

This morning I went out to check
the temperature and be certain that the
heater was keeping it at 32° or above. 1
unlocked the deadbolt in the steel door
and then the regular keyed lock below
it, leaving the key dangling in that lock.
I stepped inside and pulled the door
behind me, wanting to get a true reading
without the cold air coming in.

I only meant to pull the door to the
jamb, but it closed completely. When
I tried to open it I discovered that I
was locked in, and I immediately tried
turning the knob and pushing. I turned
the locks all different ways: left to right
and back again. It was very solidly
closed.

There are no tools in there—just my
freezer and lots of outdoor supplies—
and so I began searching for something
that would allow me to pry open
that steel door. Nothing! I found an
implement that would let me turn the
screws in the deadbolt lock but realized
it would do no good even if I removed
it. The opening is about 1%z inch in
diameter, and my hand would certainly
not fit through that opening so that I
could reach the lower lock...the one
keeping me imprisoned in the room.

I was in my pajamas and robe and the
outside temp was 17°, but inside it was
30°. I knew I wouldn’t freeze; however,
my biggest worry was that I had no way
of getting out of there, and NO ONE
would even know I was missing! I could
scream at the top of my lungs and no

Faith Networks

one would hear. Anyone who called
would just assume I was not home. If

I didn’t return a call from my daughter
by nightfall, or if she called at night and
couldn’t reach me, she might worry, but
she doesn’t call me every day. Same with
my sister in Nashville. I was fast coming
to the realization that I could be trapped
there for a VERY long time. No water,
no “facilities” (and you’ll appreciate

that necessity when I tell you that I take
diuretics!), no phone, no medications...
nothing. Even if someone came to the
garage door I couldn’t make myself heard
from within that room.

I resumed banging and pushing,
twisting and turning the handle. I was
surprised to see how quickly a feeling of
desperation and even despair overtook
me. All of this had taken approximately
30 minutes and I had been hoping I
could somehow manage to force that
door open. Ileaned against the freezer
and prayed to God to intervene and help
me out of that awful situation. I asked
for His mercy and told him how truly
helpless I felt and how scared I was.

Tears came and I turned and stared at
that door. T heard a click—an audible
click—and I reached and turned the
handle and walked out! I was filled with
awe and gratitude and overwhelming
relief.

I thanked God immediately and I
wanted to share this experience with you.
I KNOW that it was God’s love, mercy,
and intervention that freed me and my
heart is full of praises toward Him! For
me this was nothing but a true
miracle! I have much
to thank Him for
tonight.
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Dysfunctional Teams,
Dysfunctional Churches

Recently I attended a series of
seminars on team building. One of
the lessons was borrowed from Patrick
Lencioni’s book The Five Dysfunctions
of a Team: A Leadership Fable. Here are
the five dysfunctions along with a short
explanation.

1. Absence of Trust

An unwillingness to be vulnerable
within the group or ask for help when
needed. Not open about mistakes and
weaknesses.

2. Fear of Conflict

Incapable of engaging in unfiltered and
passionate debate of ideas.

3. Lack of Commitment

Team members do not buy in or commit
to decisions. They may feign agreement
in meetings.

4. Avoidance of Accountability

Hesitation to call peers on actions and
behaviors that may be counterproductive
to the good of the team.

5. Inattention to Results

Putting individual needs above the
collective goals of the team.

My initial reaction to these five
dysfunctions? The United States
Congress is dysfunctional, which
explains much of what we see coming
out of Washington these days. But the
more I thought about it, the more I
realized that while Congress may be
dysfunctional, so are a lot of churches.

When you are
among your fellow
church members, are
you able to admit
weaknesses and mistakes? Would your
minister be able to show vulnerability?

What would you think if, in a church
business meeting or group Bible study,
several parties disagree and are heated
about it? Would you consider such
passion a sign of division, or a healthy
sharing of ideas?

Is where you attend more of a
spectator sport, or is it an active
involvement in the life and function of
the church? And what is the function of
your church? Is it just a place show up
on occasion because you are expected to?

Are you your brother’s keeper when
he is going down a self-destructive
path? Do you feel free to disagree, and if
someone disagrees with you, do you get
your emotions wrapped in knots?

Is your church a political play to confer
status and recognition to the highest
bidder? Is it an ego prop for a few in
leadership?

We can complain about our Congress,
but in a political system such as ours
we generally get leadership that reflects
ourselves. I doubt we are going to
cure a dysfunctional Congress in the
next election, but we can start with
our current associations, including our
churches. In our country, reform must
be from the bottom up.

Lenny Cacchio
Missouri
cacchio01@aol.com
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Whisper...  Continued from page 12

“Come!” And let him who hears say,
“Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him
come; and whoever wishes, let him
take the free gift of the water of life.
(Revelation 22:17)

Our political gods promise things they
cannot deliver. If they could keep all of
their promises, we would find ourselves
groaning under an even heavier burden
of injustice, taxes, and poverty than
before. They are not God. (1 Samuel 8:
10-21)

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this
world.” (John 18:37)

The Psalmist wrote, “Why do the
nations conspire and the peoples plot in
vain? (Psalm 2:1)

He concludes Psalm 2 with this
warning:

Therefore, you kings, be wise; be
warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve
the Lord with fear and rejoice with
trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry
and you be destroyed in your way, for
his wrath can flare up in a moment.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
(Psalm 2:10-12)

Jesus is that Son. He is the good news,
the Gospel, that our fortunes do not rise
and fall with human heroes. Our genuine
and lasting riches come only from God
through Jesus Christ. (Colossians 2:2-15)
No human king, government, president,
or philosophy can do anything apart
from God. (John 19:11)

I am not saying a Christian should
not vote or hold office. [ am saying
we must not confuse the function of
human government with the kingdom
of God. Another thing, is it right for
one Christian to condemn another for
making different political choices, and

call their devotion to God into question?
Read Romans 14:4 and decide.

We who follow Christ must not look
to human government, political parties
or ideologies, or a political hero to do
what only God can do. When we preach
politics instead of Jesus, the Lord and
Savior of mankind, we are practicing
idolatry not godliness.

If we belong to Christ and his
kingdom, we are a kingdom of
priests. Our role is to educate people
in the greatness of God and in the
righteousness of living his way. (Titus 2:
11-15)

For the grace of God that brings
salvation has appeared to all men. It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness
and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in
this present age, while we wait for the
blessed hope--the glorious appearing
of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for himself a people that are his
very own, eager to do what is good.
These, then, are the things you should
teach. Encourage and rebuke with all
authority. Do not let anyone despise you.
(Titus 2:11-15)

To paraphrase a TV personality: “If we
are Christians, why are we not preaching
Christ?”

Why is the message about and from
Jesus Christ, the Gospel, a mere whisper
in the wilderness of this world? Can we
not be those living stones that cry out
praises to God, the Savior and Sovereign
of all? Can we not, by the power of God,
change our whispers into a bold and
clear sound carried by the Holy Spirit
around the world?
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A Whisper in the Wilderness

I feel like a whisper in the
wilderness, an ant in a herd of
trumpeting elephants. Who is
listening?

The political roar has quieted
for a time. Our political gods have
either won or lost. We fashioned
them in our image and expected
them to carry out our demands.
We listened to the promises, the
lies, and the distortions until we
were dizzy with confusion. We
wanted our hero to ride into town
and banish the consequences of
our sinful, greedy choices. But our
hero idols cannot bring the justice
and peace they promise. They
don’t know how. They don’t have
the power.

Faith Networks
PO. Box 1811
West Chester, OH 45071

Hidden
by the noise
pollution h
of political Scarlett Stough

.. Missouri
adVCI‘tISIIlg and skstough@yhti.net
opinions is the
message God sent through his Son
Jesus Christ: “Behold, I am coming
soon! My reward is with me, and I
will give to everyone according to
what he has done. I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the First and the
Last, the Beginning and the End.”
(Revelation 22:12-13)

The Holy Spirit and the Bride
echo the message to all who will
listen:

Continued on page 11
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